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responsibility for securing plans and expending
the millions of dollars that were involved in what
amounted to the rebuilding of the University,
fell to Clements.

In character, Clements was a oorn connois-
seur, whose good taste was apparent in whatever
he touched. The extent of his charity and kind-
ness to others can never be known, but it was
marked and considerable. Like other successful
American business men of his period, he was
essentially a builder, with somewhat of the soul
of an artist. Like so many Americans of his gen-
eration, book-collecting was no fun to him unless
he was able to share his pleasures with others,
and the gift of his collection to the principal edu-
cational institution of his state is the supreme
evidence of this. His fortune was considerably
affected by the business depression that began
in 1929, but with all the losses he suffered his
carefully laid plans materialized and the manu-
scripts and books acquired after the transfer of
his library in 1923, became a part of the William
L. Clements Library at the University of Michi-
gan. Clements was married, first, on Feb. 7, 1887,
to Jessie N. Young, of Pittsburgh, Pa. They had
three children: William Wallace, James Ren-
ville, and Eliza Moody. His second wife was F.
Katharine Fisher of Bay City, to whom he was
married on Apr. 22, 1931. He was a lifelong
Republican, and a lifelong supporter of the
Episcopal Church. While vacationing in Florida
in the winter of 1934, he suffered a heart attack
and died at Bay City in the autumn of the same
year. He is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery in
Ann Arbor.
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RANDOLPH G. ADAMS

COAKLEY, CORNELIUS GODFREY

(Aug. 14, i862-Nov. 22, 1934), laryngologist,
was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., the eldest son of
George Washington Coakley, professor of math-
ematics and astronomy in the present New York
University, and his wife who was Isabella Hoe
Godfrey of Fishkill. After graduating from the
College of the City of New York with the degree
of A.B. in 1884, Coakley began the study of
medicine and in 1887 graduated from the New
York University Medical School. In the same
year he received the degree of A.M. from the
College of the City of New York. After serving
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as an interne in Bellevue Hospital in 1887-88,
he was appointed director of the department of
histology in the Loornis Laboratory and became
lecturer on anatomy and later instructor in his-
tology in the medical school of New York Uni-
versity. During these years he had become deeply
interested in the study of diseases of the nose and
throat, and in 1896 he resigned his laboratory
positions to devote himself entirely to laryn-
gology and rhinology. He had been appointed
clinical professor of laryngology in 1893, follow-
ing the resignation of William Chapman Jarvis
[#.z/.], and in 1904 was appointed to a professor-
ship in the University and Bellevue Hospital
Medical College. In 1914 he resigned this posi-
tion to accept the professorship of laryngology
in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Columbia University. In addition to being con-
sulting surgeon to the ear, nose, and throat serv-
ice at Bellevue Hospital, Coakley was attending
otolaryngologist to the Presbyterian Hospital
and consultant on the staff of several other hos-
pitals. He contributed much to current medical
literature and in 1899 published A Manual of
Disca'cs of the Nose and Throat, which went
through many editions.

Coakley was especially notable for his skill in
performing radical operations on the nasal ac-
cessory sinuses, and in operations on the larynx,
particularly the removal of the latter when the
seat of cancer. His work was held in high esteem
by his professional colleagues. He was president
of the New York Laryngological Society in 1933,
and of the American Laryngological Association
in 1918. He was a fellow of the American Oto-
logical Society and many other medical organiza-
tions. As a teacher he was thorough and lucid,
and though ordinarily of very grave demeanor
he had a fund of quiet dry humor which made
him very popular. In 1924 he delivered some lec-
tures in Paris and was elected a corresponding
fellow of the Societe de Laryngologie des Hopi-
taux de Paris. In addition to his other profes-
sional activities he had a very large private and
consulting practice. Nevertheless, he managed
to indulge in his favorite outdoor sports of hunt-
ing and fishing and was also an enthusiastic
golfer. He was married to Annette Perry on
Sept. 10, 1890. She died in 1922 and in August
1924 he was married to her niece, Mary Louise
Perry. He had no children by either marriage.
Owing to ill health he spent the last few winters
of his life chiefly in Florida. He died in New
York of coronary thrombosis.

[A complete bibliog. of Coakley's writings is ap-
pended to his memoir which was published in the Trans.
Am. Laryngological Asso.t 1935 (1935)- See also:
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